
Orsett C of E Primary School 
 

 COVID-19 Catch-up Premium Report 
 

COVID-19 Catch-up Premium Spending: Summary 

SUMMARY INFORMATION 

Total number of pupils: 206 Amount of catch-up premium received per pupil: £80 

Total catch-up premium budget: £16,480   

 

STRATEGY STATEMENT 

 

Based on baseline assessments carried out during the Autumn Term, the following catch-up priorities were identified due to gaps in pupils’ learning: 

• Writing – spelling, handwriting, sentence construction, stamina for writing 

• Reading - fluency and comprehension, phonics for specific children 

• Mathematics – timetables 

• Speech and language development in our youngest pupils 

• Increased social and emotional needs 

 

In order to address gaps identified and enable pupils to make accelerated progress we aim to implement the following approached: 

• Class teachers/Support staff provided with time to work with identified groups of children each week 

• Intervention and catch up sessions to be provided by teaching assistants, both during the school day and after school, as appropriate 

• Purchase of resources to support pupils’ basic English and math’s skills 

• Use of an online reading platform to help support reading fluency and comprehension 

• Additional support provided for individual pupils/small groups of pupils by a qualified teacher/tutor 

• Developing early language skills in our youngest pupils 

• Use of a Pastoral Learning Support Assistant to support pupils social/emotional needs 



 
 
 

 

The overall aims of our catch-up premium strategy are: 

• To raise the attainment of all pupils to close the gap created by COVID-19 school closures 

 

Barriers to Learning 

BARRIERS TO FUTURE ATTAINMENT 

Academic barriers:  

A Undeveloped writing skills, particularly spelling, handwriting and sentence construction 

B Undeveloped recall of number facts/arithmetic 

C Reading fluency and comprehension – limited vocabulary and oral language skills have an impact upon this 

D Speech and Language – many children entering setting with under developed speech and language skills due to many not attending pre-schools 

 

ADDITIONAL BARRIERS 

External barriers:  

D Increased social and emotional needs across the school. A limited number of pupils in upper key stage 2 have also developed a less positive attitude to learning since 
the first school closure period. 

E Pockets of low engagement with Remote learning across the school 

 



 
 
 

Planned Expenditure for Current Academic Year 

QUALITY OF TEACHING FOR ALL 

Action Intended outcome and 
success criteria 

What’s the evidence and rationale 
for this choice? 

How will we make sure it’s 
implemented well? 

Staff 
lead/Cost 

Review date 

Whole school approach to 

children’s transition back 

to learning delivered 

through staff and support 

staff meetings to all staff 

including use of recovery 

curriculum.   

 

 

Staff are clear 

regarding key focuses 

for school to the end of 

the Summer Term. 

Children supported 

through transition and 

are quickly ready to 

learn. 

School following Essex model, approach 

is targeted at supporting disadvantaged 

children with transition back to school. 

 

School following Essex model, approach 

is targeted at supporting disadvantaged 

children with “catching up curriculum” 

Teachers will carry out formative 

assessment at end of Spring term to 

provide a baseline. 

Teachers will use regular formative 

assessment to ensure children are 

making progress. 

Leadership will monitor that 

expectations of timetables and MTP are 

being met in each class and will use 

effective monitoring to feedback.  

HT and SLT 

 

Free 

Ongoing 

Bug Club reading 
purchased for all pupils to 
use in school and at home 

 

 

Improved reading 
engagement for all 
pupils 

 

Pupils are reading 
books matched to their 
phonic ability 

 

Increased attainment in 
reading and phonics 

Pupils were not always reading books 
that supported their phonic ability 
 

Reading data and monitoring as well as 
formative assessment show that 
children struggle with inference 
questions and the online platform 
allows them to practice these skills both 
at home and school 
 
Guided reading scheme enables pupils 
in Year 1 to have access to quality 
guided reading 

Session on use of Bug Club organized for 
all staff. 

Bug Club badges awarded for good 
engagement  
 
Introduce Bug Club to parents and 
children to encourage its use at home 
 
Subject leader monitoring of guided 
reading across the school and 
monitoring of Bug Club usage to support 
struggling readers. 

English Subject 
leader (Deputy 
Head) 

 

£1468.99 for a 
subscription for 1 
year 

January 2022 



 
 
 

Purchase Numbots for 
whole school use but 
particular use in KS1 

 

 

Improved recall of 
number facts 

 

Increased attainment in 
maths / arithmetic 
assessments 

Children have access Times Table 
Rockstars well. Numbots is produced by 
the same company and will be more 
accessible for younger pupils and meet 
their current needs. 

Children will be able to support their 
work in school with use of Numbots at 
home. 
 
Numbots will be used as part of 
homework for repition of basic number 
skills 

Numbots introduced to pupils and 
sessions timetabled for use in school – 
focus on KS1 initially. 

Encourage use of Numbots at home – 
particularly for KS1 pupils. 

Headteacher 

 

£94.60 for 1 year 

January 2022 

To ensure Times Tables 

Rock stars and Numbots is 

promoted through being 

part of statutory weekly 

homework. 

All children have access 

to tables learning 

platform. 

 

Improved recall of 
number facts 

 

Increased attainment in 

maths / arithmetic 

assessments 

To ensure all teachers prioritise the 

teaching of times tables through Times 

Tables Rock stars, particularly those 

children who are disadvantaged. 

Numeracy leads to ensure a robust 

system is in place in each class, which 

allows reading books to be monitored, 

regularly changed, and rewarded 

through Marvellous me 

 

Numeracy Leads 

 

Badges awarded 

through 

Marvellous Me – 

see other 

approaches 

July 2021 

Use of Specialist Leader of 
Education Support direct 
from the Vine School Trust 

MTP is consistent and 
more refined and 
meets the needs of 
learners 
 
Moderation of 
children’s gaps and 
misconceptions is 
analyzed in depth 
particularly in Year 1, 2 
and Year 5 

Use of specialist support will allow 
school leaders to enhance support for 
staff thus improving provision for all 
pupils 

Pupil progress meetings will highlight 
where support is most needed. 
 
HT to liaise with SIP and SLEs to arrange 
support 

Headteacher  

 

Free (part of 
Trust package 
and Top Slice) 

Ongoing 



 
 
 

Subscription to Letter join 
for whole school 

Revisit letter formation 
and correct joins across 
the school as a whole 
school so that 
handwriting, letter 
formation and 
presentation improves. 
 
Individuals to use the 
catch up programme in 
KS2 in intervention 

Monitoring of books show that letter 
formation is a concern in Year 1 - 3 with 
many children. 
 
Joining is inconsistent in lower KS2 and 
presentation and handwriting is poor 
where children haven’t learnt correct 
formations and joins.  Less of a problem 
in Year 5 and 6 however improvements 
could be made. 

English subject lead Deputy head and 
English subject 
lead supported 
by phonics lead 

 

1-year 
subscription = 
£317.00 

May 2022 

Coaching for senior leaders 
on Quality of Education 
with specialists 

Leaders are clear on 
strategies for 
supporting all pupils 
and discuss school 
improvement in order 
to have the most 
effective impact on 
pupils 

The headteacher is new to the school 
and coaching will allow for rapid and 
focused school improvement to be 
planned for. 
 
HT is currently taking part in a coaching 
course (paid for by the Trust) in order to 
develop a couching culture within 
school 

Local School Board to monitor impact of 
coaching through reports and plans 

Head Teacher 

 

3 x £260 sessions 
= £780 

1 x £375.00 
 
Total = £1,155.00 

July 2021 

Total budgeted cost: £3,035.59 

TARGETED SUPPORT 

Action Intended outcome and 
success criteria 

What’s the evidence and rationale 
for this choice? 

How will we make sure it’s 
implemented well? 

Staff lead Review date 



 
 
 

Additional use of HLTAs 
one day a week to support 
small groups specifically in 
KS2 in maths 

 

 

Increase in attainment 
in maths for specific 
children 

 

Gaps in children’s 
maths knowledge 
addressed in order to 
‘bounce back’ to pre-
lockdown attainment 

 

There is extensive evidence supporting 
the impact of high quality one to one 
and small group tuition as a catch-up 
strategy. Tuition should be linked to the 
curriculum and focused on the areas 
where pupils would most benefit from 
additional 

practice or feedback. (EEF) 

 

We have used this strategy in the past 
and it has proved to be successful for 
many children.  

 

Maths specialist seconded from another 
school allowing dedicated interventions 

Following assessments and gap analysis, 
pupils to be identified for support. 
Support will be provided by HLTA with 
expertise in maths 
 
PPM with class teachers and specialist 
to review impact after 6 weeks and 
children /focus changed if necessary 

 

Some sessions to take place after 
school, as appropriate for specific 
children 

 

 

Headteacher to 
coordinate 

 

£1805 

(Summer term – I 
day a week) 

May 2021 

5-minute boxes to support 
basic English and Maths 
skills particularly in KS1 

 

Increase in attainment 
in English and maths 
for specific children in 
KS1 so that more 
children are working at 
ARE specifically in Year 
1  

There is extensive evidence supporting 
the impact of high quality one to one 
and small group tuition as a catch-up 
strategy. Tuition should be linked to the 
curriculum and focused on the areas 
where pupils would most benefit from 
additional 

practice or feedback. (EEF) 

 

Following assessments and gap analysis, 
pupils to be identified for support.  
 
PPM with class teachers and specialist 
to review impact after 6 weeks and 
children /focus changed if necessary 
 
Evidenced on provision maps 

 

SENCO 

 

£1035 

(Summer term – I 
day a week) 
 
 

July 2021 



 
 
 

Bug Club Guided reading 
programme purchased for 
Year 1 children to use in 
school  

 

 

 

 

Improved reading 
engagement for all 
pupils 

 

Pupils are reading 
books matched to their 
phonic ability 

 

Increased attainment in 
reading and phonics 

Pupils were not always reading books 
that supported their phonic ability 
 

Reading data and monitoring as well as 
formative assessment show that 
children struggle with inference 
questions and the online platform 
allows them to practice these skills both 
at home and school 
 
Guided reading scheme enables pupils 
in Year 1 to have access to quality 
guided reading 

Session on use of Bug Club organized for 
all staff. 

Bug Club badges awarded for good 
engagement  
 
Introduce Bug Club to parents and 
children to encourage its use at home 
 
Subject leader monitoring of guided 
reading across the school and 
monitoring of Bug Club usage to support 
struggling readers. 

English Subject 
leader (Deputy 
Head) 

 

£1125.82 for a 
subscription for 1 
year 

Ongoing 
 
Subscription until 
January 2022 

Phonic books purchased to 
boost supply in Reception 
and Year 1 

Pupils were not always reading books 
that supported their phonic ability.   
 
Scheme now re-organised to ensure all 
books match the needs of pupils 

Phonics lead to re-organise scheme and 
introduce to staff and parents 
 
Phonics and English lead to monitor 
impact  

English and 
phonic Subject 
lead  

 

£431.80 

Ongoing 

Nuffield Early Language 
Intervention 

 

 

Improved listening, 
narrative and 
vocabulary skills 

Intervention recommended by EEF and 
funded by the Government. 

 

At Two Village, many pupils have poor 
language skills on entry to school. The 
school closure periods have prevented 
rapid progress in this area. 

The Nuffield Early Language 
Intervention (NELI) is designed to 
improve listening, narrative and 
vocabulary skills. Three to five weekly 
sessions are delivered to small groups of 
children, in Reception, with relatively 
poor spoken language skills.  

 

The Reception teacher is currently 
attending training and will begin using 
the intervention as soon as she is able 
to. 

Early Years Lead 
and SENCO 
  

No cost – 
Government 
Funded 

 

Total budgeted cost: £4396.80 



 
 
 

OTHER APPROACHES 

Action Intended outcome and 
success criteria 

What’s the evidence and rationale 
for this choice? 

How will we make sure it’s 
implemented well? 

Staff lead Review date 

Pastoral Learning Support 
Assistant - afternoons 

 

 

 

 

 

Targeted children’s 
emotional well-being 
and mental health 
supported which will 
have a positive impact 
on pupils’ attainment 

 

Children’s emotional 
well being is supported 
meaning it is not a 
barrier to learning 

As we have identified an increase in the 
number of children with social and 
emotional needs since the first school 
closure period, we feel that this 
resource will be valuable in supporting 
children to be in the best position to 
learn.  

 

Specific children have had anxiety 
around returning to school so pastoral 
lead on call to support children’s arrival.  
Pastoral lead looks at zones of 
regulation every morning meaning 
children can be ready to learn or 
supported if this is not the case 

Children identified using zones of 
regulation and highlighted by class 
teachers through parent 
questionnaires/observations during 
PPMs 

 

Mentoring for targeted pupils – 
individual and group. 

 

Group work timetabled to improve 
social skills, emotional well-being, self-
esteem etc. 

Headteacher to 
coordinate 
alongside SENCO 

 

1 Year of 
afternoons and 
15 mins in 
morning at 
£8,185.18 

Every 6 weeks 

Lego therapy Training for 
SENCO in order to train all 
staff for use with specific 
children with social and 
emotional needs 

MP to complete training and then role 
out to rest of staff for use in 2021/22 

SENCO 
 

1 off training 
event at £90 
 

July 2021 

Marvellous Me – Parental 
Engagement App 

Parents are well 
communicated with via 
online platform about 
children’s learning and 
successes 

Parents want to take an active role in 
supporting their children’s learning but 
using a facility that supports teachers 
well-being also 

 

Where children  

GS to roll out to staff 
Training form company on effective use 
GS to monitor impact using insight 
reports and parent perception 

HT 
 

1-year 
subscription of 
£319.00 
 

January 2022 

Total budgeted cost: £8,594.18 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 



 
 
 

Data from the Autumn Term shows where the biggest gaps were – classes and subjects.  

Presentation of work has been identified as a weakness across the school, as well as spelling and writing more generally. Writing is a priority on our School Improvement Plan this 
year. 

Gaps were identified in reading in some classes. Improving attainment in reading is a priority on our School Improvement Plan this year. 

Gaps were identified in maths in some classes. Arithmetic/recall of number facts was identified as an area of weakness on children’s return to school in September.  

 

 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE: £15,709.57 
REMAINING BALANCE: £453.43 


