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    2nd March 2021 
 
Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
Firstly, I hope that you continue to stay well and safe. Secondly, I apologise for the length of this letter but I feel that 
it is important to give you as much information as is necessary regarding the full reopening of school for all pupils on 
the 8th March 
 
My apologies for not getting this to you sooner however there were a few timetabling issues for us to sort out 
before I sent this to you all. 
 
We have considered the Government guidelines throughout our full school reopening planning process The safety 
our pupils and staff is of paramount importance to us and we have planned for the full reopening of our school with 
the well-being and safety of our children and staff at the forefront of our minds.   
 
You will see many similarities with how the school was running in the Autumn Term.  As always please do not 
hesitate to contact us should you have any questions or queries. 
 
Will returning to school be compulsory? - Yes 
● The Government have outlined that school attendance will again be mandatory from the 8th March.  This means 
that our normal procedures for absence and attendance will be in place.  Absence which is due to self-isolating from 
symptoms will continued to be authorised   
 
Will all children be back to school on the 8th? Yes 
● Yes.  All primary children will return on Monday.  Secondary schools are working differently as all children require 
a test before they return so a phased approach is being used.  This is not the case in primary. 
 
Can I access Lateral Flow Tests?  
● The news this week has started that all parents of school children can access Lateral Flow tests in order to test 
their household.  The DfE has given us little information on this to date and as soon as I have more information we 
will let you know.  To our knowledge these will not be given out by school and will need to be ordered or collected 
by household themselves.  Staff at school will continue to test twice a week as we have been doing since the end of 
January. 
 
My Child is unsure/anxious/worried about coming back to school – what should I do?  - Tell us, ring us, let us 
know 
● In our experience children are resilient to change and easily transitioned back to school after the last national 
Lockdown. 
● Talk to them about their worries.  Don’t tell your child their worries are silly or unimportant – try and explain to 
them why the shouldn’t worry.  Use phrases such as ‘I see/understand how you feel but let me explain it to you…’ 
● Mrs Smith will continue to support children’s emotional well being 
● Fill out the questionnaire that will be coming to you soon.  This will be your chance to let us know any changes or 
significant things that may have happened while they have been learning at home. 
 
What will Drop off and pick up times be? 
● We will continue to use staggered the pick-up and drop off times to reduce the contact between adults and 
children and to enable social distancing.  This was working very well prior to the Christmas holidays.  
 

Drop off/Collection Top Gate  Main Gates 

8.30am/3.00pm 1, 6 3 

8.40am/3.05pm R 4 

8.50am/3.10pm 2 5 
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●Siblings should continue to come at the earliest time in the mornings 
 
Where and how should I drop off?  
● Where parents are comfortable to, especially with older children we would ask that children are dropped by the 
school gate.  Please leave the school site immediately. 
● All parents should continue wearing masks on the school site please. 
● At the end of the day we would ask parents to wait socially distanced for each year group where the children will 
then be released to you.  Again please leave immediately.   
● Children should enter the building using the same doors as they did in the Autumn term. 
 
Will children mix with other classes? – as little as possible 
● Children will remain in their class bubble as much as possible as they did in the Autumn term 
● Play times and lunches will be staggered so contact is minimal.  Classes will play in different areas of the school 
● Children may pass each other in corridors when using toilets in KS2 and may be in larger groups in times of 
emergencies such as a fire although where possible groups will be kept apart as much as possible and children 
encouraged to social distance.   
 
Uniform – Will my child be expected to wear uniform – Yes! 
● All children will be exected to be back in FULL school uniform from 8th March.  We understand children may have 
outgrown uniform and that it may be difficult to replace – please speak to the class teacher if this is the case.  
Children can come back in Summer or Winter Uniform as there is only 3 weeks before the change would have 
naturally happened.  You decide what is best! 
● On days where children have PE they may come to school in their PE kits as they did in the Autumn Term.  This 
needs to be our uniformed PE kit. 
 
PE days are as follows: 

 PE days 

Reception Wednesday 

Year 1 Monday and Wednesday 

Year 2 Monday and Thursday 

Year 3 Wednesday and Thursday 

Year 4 Tuesday and Thursday 

Year 5 Thursday and Friday 

Year 6 Tuesday and Thursday 

 
 
What should my child bring to school?  
● Children will be able to bring a lunchbox and should bring a named water bottle every day  
● Children should not bring in any items for ‘show and tell’ 
● Children can bring in a bags with the things they need 
● Children do not need to bring pencil cases or stationary to school – we provide everything they need 
 
Can children please return any books they had prior to the holidays.   All books will continue to be quarantined for 
48 hours as much as possible before being put back into circulation.  We are in the process of re-organising our 
reading scheme and will be launching a new online platfrom to you very soon so need everything back before we 
can start sending things back out – Thank you!  We aim for all children to have access to our new scheme and 
physical books by mid week of the first week back. 
 
Will hot meals be served as before – Yes! 
● Hot school meals will be available to all children every day. All children in KS1 are entitled to a free hot meal.   
● Children will eat lunches either in the classroom or in the hall with their ‘bubble’ 
● Limited drinks will be available to avoid spillages hence why children need a water bottle in school please. 
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● Dinners will run as they did in December 
 
Will social distancing still be in place? – as much as possible 
● Guidance is clear that bubbles should remain so this will be very similar to what the children experienced in the 
Autumn term.  
● Staff, will continue to maintain social distancing where able to especially with parents and other members of 
school staff.  
 
Will Classrooms look the same as they did in the Autumn Term? - Yes 
● Classrooms will be set up with forward facing desks where possible (years 1-6) as per guidance.  This is how 
classrooms were set up in the Autumn Term.  This will be a change for Year 1 which we will monitor closely and 
change if it is not working.   
● Windows and doors will be open to improve ventilation.  

 
How will you keep pupils and staff safe? – By doing everything we were doing in the Autumn Term 
Staff are familiar with the routines we had in place during the Autumn Term and will continue working to these.  
These include: 
● Frequently used equipment/furniture etc (e.g. door handles/dinner tables/desks) will be cleaned more regularly  
● Children will be reminded and supported to wash/sanitize their hands regularly throughout the day.  
● Twice weekly testing for all staff 
 
Will you help my child catch up on missed learning? – Yes 
● Our main priority is to ensure all children are able to quickly and effectively ‘recover’ any lost learning.   
● As we welcome the children back to school, it is important that we assess where the children are currently in their 
learning. Everyone’s experiences will have been different which staff are prepared for.  We will be addressing gaps in 
learning through a ‘Recovery’ Curriculum. This means that we will provide children with support, interventions and 
personalised targets based on key learning which they might have missed where appropriate.  This may be as part of 
whole class teaching however for some children this will be in small groups or on a 1:1 basis. 
● In the Summer term we plan to have a robust programme of interventions in place for those that need it. 
 
Will I still be able to contact the class teacher about my child? – Yes, via TEAMS 
● We would ask that parents continue to use the private chat channels on TEAMS to contact the class teacher or ask 
for them to call by contacting the school office.  Staff will check channels once a day.  Absence should continue to be 
reported via the school office. 
● We will also soon be launching Marvellous Me – a new parent engagement App – watch this space! 
 
If you have any questions about any of the above then please do not hesitate to contact the school office or class 
teachers via the private chat channels.  Thank you for your ongoing support throughout the last few weeks.  All the 
staff are very much looking forward to welcoming your children back to Orsett. 
 
Yours Sincerely,  

 
 
Mrs Smith 
Head  Teacher  
 


