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 18th September 2020 

 
Dear Parents,  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to say well done to all the children (and parents!) for getting through 
their first days at “big school”. 

 
Can you provide a photo of your family on your class Dojo, it can a simple selfie of your 
immediate family. Once we have these the children can draw a picture of their family  

and we then use the photos as a discussion topic to help build their communication and 
language skills.  
It is also great for their first steps in learning and understanding about differences and similarities in all of 
us. We can use this as a test to see if you are connected correctly to class DoJo. This way if you are 

having trouble you can ask me or another parent to help. 
 
I will be introducing the children to our class mascot Edward everywhere bear in the coming weeks. Our 

class mascot comes with a book to read together. We are hoping that this will help  
to encourage the children to want to read at home more as our mascot loves his  
bedtime story. Every Monday our class mascot will be taken home by one of the  

children for 5 days to look after him. We ask you to bring him back into school  
the on the Friday (This is so we can have the weekend to wash and clean  
Edward ready for the next person). It is up to the child (and parents to help them) to  

post things they did with Edward on their class DoJo page. This can include photographs, drawings, 
writing etc. It could be reading his favourite story, at the park, playing with favourite toys, going to 
grandparents, eating dinner together (anything!)  

 
If you take a look at the class story on DoJo you will find some examples of this to help you. 
Each Friday we will look the pictures as a group and talk about his adventures that week. The children 

love it and it is a fun activity that you can do together at home.  
 
Generally, reading books and sound cards will be changed once a week on a Monday and children will be 

read with twice a week. This can change depending on events in the school calendar and our parent 
helpers. You will also find sound cards in the book bag, to help your children to  
practise the Phonics sounds they have learned that week. Please ask if you are not  

sure about any of the sounds.  
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 Please note we shall not be using the orange books due to the current circumstances, instead we ask 
you to write a comment about your child’s home reading on their class Dojo which you can attach with a 
picture or video of them reading if you wish. You can do this on the Friday telling us how the reading 

went for the week. 
 
  

Children will only need to bring in book Bags on a Monday, so that we can  
change over their reading books and sound cards. 
 
 

Fruit is provided in class for snack time. Children will be encouraged to try different  
fruits and peel fruits like oranges and bananas independently. Emergency snacks  
(i.e. raisins) can be left in book bags if needed.  

 
Please remember that we have an open-door policy here at Orsett and so if there is ever anything you are 
not sure about or would like to know more about please do not hesitate to come and speak to myself or 

Miss Pritchard. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr Foster 
Reception Class Teacher 
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